
The Virtue of Technology



Who is VIRTECH?

VIRTECH is an independent non-profit 

foundation dedicated to assisting 

disadvantaged youth to succeed in their lives 

through organized educational programs in 

character formation uniquely combined with the 

professional use of new technologies with 

individual attention and participation of parents 

or guardians.

VIRTECH students will be leaders dedicated to 

positively transforming their lives, families, and 

communities, through character development 

and recognition of the virtue of technology.



The Foundation was created in 1995 in San Antonio, TX, with 

the original mission of providing at-risk* students with 

character development programs to prepare them to become 

upright citizens and community leaders.

We first expanded to Garland, TX in 2000, and Irving in 2003. 

We were helping approximately 120 students per week in 

Garland ISD.

As of 2020, we have shifted our focus to a technology-oriented 

empowerment approach based in the Houston metropolitan 

area dedicated to at-risk high school underclassmen.

* All of our students are considered to be “at-risk” by 

Federal Guidelines, and most have multiple risk factors.

Our History



2020

Formal change of direction in the Virtech 

Foundation, maintaining a dedication to 

human virtues and adding a new focus 

on empowering high school students 

through different technologies.

We have moved our main operations to 

Houston, TX.

2013 - 2014

100% of our high school seniors 

graduated on time.

93.3% passed STAAR math (vs. 

79% for the state).

88.1% passed STAAR reading 

(vs. 83% for the state).

2010 - 2011

89% of our students passed overall the 

TAKS (Texas Assessment of 

Knowledge and Skills) test with 89% 

and 92% passing the critical Math and 

Reading, respectively.

95% of our students were promoted to 

the next grade.

100% of our fifth graders at Williams 

Elementary passed all three parts of the 

TAKS and were promoted.

2012 - 2013

100% of our Garland High 

Students graduated.

100% of our Students at Sam 

Houston were promoted.

97% of our Students at Sellers 

Middle School were promoted.

95% of our Students at Williams 

Elementary were promoted.

Past Achievements



How Does Technology 
Enable Empowerment?

We believe that technology gives opportunities to empower at-risk 

students with knowledge and hands-on experience that leads to the 

highest levels of personal, social, academic, and professional success.

We enable these students to obtain professional certifications that are 

among the highest in demand in the American information technology 

industry.  

Each of our students is given the opportunity to excel in our programs 

through one-to-one mentors who assist with ensuring program success.

At the same time, we have to make sure these technologies empower 

students to make good choices as they become more adept to using these 

tools on their own. This is why we combine learning about technology with 

developing human virtues, to empower our students with the virtue of 

technology to be a force for good for future generations.



Why We Mentor
We believe that one of the most sacred responsibilities of 

any generation is to prepare the next one. We want our 

students to learn about life and to become solid citizens 

who form strong families and become leaders in their 

communities. 

We believe our students want to be challenged to explore 

the human virtues that give life value (prudence, wisdom, 

courage, and justice). We want our students to know that 

responsibility and freedom go hand in hand, and that the 

only way to become happy is to make others happy.



Transitioning to Technology and Virtue

After a change in direction, we have rebranded our 

efforts to integrate our original mission of character 

formation with a focus on providing programs for 

high school students to enhance aptitudes in 

technology. 

Our unique approach contributes to an ethical 

design and skills development that is conducive to 

the right kind of virtue ethics, “technomoral virtues,” 

that become more relevant for students interested in 

entering STEM fields, as well as the growing demand 

for employees with technological skills.



Why Technology?

Source: Code.org



Focus on Human Virtues:

Additional Virtues

3

Personal Virtues

Teamwork

Entrepreneurship

Friendship

Happiness

2

Primary Virtues

Prudence

Justice

Wisdom

Courage

1



• Hands-on training based on new and emerging 

technologies

• Certification programs

• Annual technology marathon

• Extracurricular activities

• Educational programs for parents/guardians

• Research and advocacy of highlighted technologies and 

human virtues

• Programs dedicated to technological entrepreneurship

• Summer programs 

Build an organization based on the following 
programs:



Featured Technology Programs:
Drone Piloting



Featured Technology Programs:
Graphic Design

Multimedia Design
Photo Editing / 

Photoshop
Website DesignAnimation

The average salary for a Graphic Designer in Houston, Texas is $45,826.

Source: PayScale.com



Featured Technology Programs:
Social Media Management

The average salary for a Social Media Manager is $50,661.

Source: PayScale.com



Featured Technology Programs:
Mobile App Development



Featured Technology Programs:
Network Administration



Featured Technology Programs:
Cloud Systems Administration



Entrepreneurship Program:

How to start a business

Business regulations and corporate 

profitability in the United States

Avenues for financing 

entrepreneurship 

Operations (management, 

expenses) 

Business ethics

Community support

Leadership 

Intercultural awareness



Where will we do it?

Houston and 
Surrounding 

Areas



Conroe ISD
North Houston, TX

Montgomery ISD
North Houston, TX

Willis ISD
North Houston, TX

VIRTECH Phase One: Designated Areas

Total number of students:

8,837

Free lunch recipients:

24.1%

Average annual household income:

$74,323

Total number of students:

59,764

Free lunch recipients:

35.7%

Average annual household income:

$54,258

#65 largest school district in USA

Total number of students:

7,311

Free lunch recipients:

58.6%

Average annual household income:

$42,243



Virtech Introductory Presentation 

Inaugural address (TBD):

Francisco Ortigosa

Innovation Technology Director at Repsol, Repsol 

Technology 

Ambassador, Public Speaker.

TBD

Guest lecturer (Microsoft Corporation)

How to empower future generations with technology.

TBD

Lecture: How to be successful in our lives through human 

virtues

Virtues and their impact on our personal development.

When will we start our initial activities?
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